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Jean Claude Juncker: 
 New boost for jobs, growth and investment: 

It has been recognized that Europe must not 

stifle innovation and competitiveness with too 

prescriptive and detailed regulations, notably 

when it comes to SMEs.  
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Certification – experience show it is necessary 

But quality comes with a cost… 

+ Geotextile use in Finland, Sweden and Norway is widespread 

 

+ Quality certification by 3rd party increase customer confidence 

 

+ Prototype certification  

 

+ On-site testing on random basis 

 

+ Consequences if a product fails in prototype- or on-site test 

 

+ Higher prices on quality marked products 

 

 

- Joint and several cost distribution (no incentive to focus on quality) 

 

- Branding of NGS as quality mark 
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Classification can not replace good design 

Separation / filtration design – not a simple dicipline 

J. P. Giroud, The Vienna Terzaghi Lecture, 2006 
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Filtration – more than 20 design criterias 

- General acceptance that the soil must be included in the design 

Issues (Koerner): 

 

• Steady flow / reversing flow situations 

 

• Thick / thin geotextiles (Surface / in-depth filtration) 

 

• Cohesionless fine grained silts 

 

• Cohesionsless gap-graded sandy silts 

 

• Dispersive clays 

 

• Ochre forming soils 

 

• Lack of intimate contact between soil and geotextile 

 

•   

 

•   
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NGS is OK for most cases 

- but it is conservative and does not support innovation  



6 

Optimize energy index at lowest possible weight! 

- and don’t mind the separation/filtration? 
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Just as important…. 

- Most failures are caused by poor design or damage during installation! 

 

- Inspection of incomming goods (is packaging OK, rolls undammaged etc.) 

 

- Installation details – who to call if in doubt? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Customer service is a valuable part of Quality! 
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Classification – a perspective… 

Scandinavian internet tender 2016: 

 

• Specification: NGS classes 2, 3 and 4 

 

• Preferably white color (!) 

 

• Criteria: Lowest price 

 

Would You invest in GTX production in Scandinavia? 

 

No room for innovation! 

 

Little room for maintenance ( = depreciations) 

 

Reduced focus on quality (no premium) 
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Summary 

• Certification is great to ensure customers get good quality. 

 

• Certifications should go hand-in-hand with on-site testing.  

 

• Quality and costs should be inversely proportional! 

 

• Classification is suitable to industrial module components. It does not bring 

quality into geotechnical engineering. 

 

• Most failures are related to damage during installation and poor design. 

Services like packaging, design service, installation guidelines etc. are not 

appreciated in the NGS. 

 

• Geotextiles have become a commodity in NGS markets to a point where 

quality and innovation is compromised.  
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Thank you! 

Questions and comments? 


